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ABSTRACT

This study examines the legal governance of corporate supply chains as an integrated
framework that goes beyond fragmented regulatory compliance. It focuses on the
allocation of corporate responsibilities, contractual control of suppliers and logistics
providers, management of regulatory, operational and digital risks, and documented
due diligence over third parties. The Saudi logistics sector provides a particularly
relevant setting due to rapid infrastructure expansion, regulatory diversification and
digitisation of transportation, warehousing, customs and e-commerce operations. The
study adopts a doctrinal analytical and comparative method and applies a regulatory
mapping matrix to the Saudi framework, including the Companies Law, Corporate
Governance Regulations, Civil Transactions Law, Land Transport on Roads Law and
implementing regulations, Personal Data Protection Law, cybersecurity controls,
Competition Law, Electronic Transactions Law and the Saudi Authorized Economic
Operator programme. International benchmarks include the G20/OECD Principles of
Corporate Governance, OECD due diligence guidance and comparative supply-chain
due diligence legislation. The study finds that Saudi law provides a strong foundation
for corporate governance and sectoral compliance, yet supply-chain obligations
remain distributed across several legal regimes, creating a potential implementation
gap between board-level accountability and risks generated by direct and indirect
suppliers. It proposes an integrated Saudi model built on six pillars: board oversight,
contractual governance, sectoral and customs compliance, data and cybersecurity
governance, responsible-business due diligence, and resilience/business continuity.
The study recommends a flexible national guidance framework, auditable legal
indicators for supplier assessment, and proportionate disclosure of material supply-
chain risks for large and listed companies.

Keywords: Legal Governance, Supply Chains, Corporate Governance, Logistics, Due
Diligence, Risk Management, Saudi Arabia.
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