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The Impact of Islamic Theology (‘Ilm al-Kalam)
on Consolidating the Unity of the Islamic Society
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Email: muna.y.taha@aliragia.edu.iq

ABSTRACT

This research investigates the pivotal role of Islamic theology (‘Ilm al-Kalam) in
strengthening the unity of the Muslim community throughout history. It explores the
methodological foundations of Kalam, including its reliance on both reason and
revelation, and highlights its function in defending Islamic creed against doubts and
external ideological challenges.

The study also addresses how differences among theological schools—despite their
apparent disagreements—remain within the bounds of shared core beliefs, and are
primarily methodological rather than doctrinal.

Through an in-depth examination of the Qur'anic discourse style, prophetic practices,
and the historical evolution of theological debates, the research affirms that Kalam has
been a unifying intellectual force. It has enabled Muslims to engage in constructive
dialogue, face modern challenges, and promote inter-sectarian respect.
The findings emphasize that genuine Islamic unity does not require the dissolution of
theological schools, but rather the affirmation of shared beliefs and the use of Kalam

as a rational framework to overcome sectarian divides.

Keywords: Theology, Consolidation of Unity, Islamic Society.
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