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The Reality of Philosophy in lIraq and the
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ABSTRACT

Philosophy in Irag has experienced fluctuating development throughout modern
history« influenced by the country’s political¢ social¢ and economic conditions.
Despite a significant academic heritage in lraqi universities¢ the current state of
philosophical studies faces numerous challenges¢ including limited research
resources« insufficient engagement with contemporary philosophical schools< and a
lack of opportunities for reputable scholarly publication.

The academic journey of philosophy began with the establishment of the Department
of Philosophy at the University of Baghdad in 1949-1950¢ which played a pioneering
role in preparing academic cadres. In the 1990s¢ philosophical education expanded
with the creation of new departments« including the University of Kufa in 1991¢ Al-
Mustansiriyah University in 1993« the University of Mosul in 1994-1995¢ and the
University of Basra in 1995¢ contributing to the wider dissemination of philosophical
studies across the country.

Postgraduate studies in philosophy hold promising prospects if supported by an
enabling academic environment« expanded international collaboration« and updated
curricula aligned with the requirements of critical thinking and philosophical analysis
in the twenty-first century. This study aims to examine the current state of philosophy
in Irag¢ identify the main obstacles« and explore the future of postgraduate studies in
this field to foster intellectual growth and contribute to building critical awareness.

Keywords: Philosophy:« Iraq¢ Postgraduate Studies< Academic Research« Critical
Thinking« University Curricula.
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